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1 EFFORT TO PISCREDIT KHRUS

MOSCOW (AP) — Kremlin se-
erecy has long made Moscow a
city of mysteries, but few of
them have stirred as much spec-
ulation in embassy chancerics
and ordinary househelds as the
Kbrughchev memoirs being pub-
Yished in Life magazine.

Ever since Time, Inc,, an
nounced earlier this morth that
it would publish the reminis-
Yeences of former Premier Nikita
& Khrushchev, a long series of
unanswered questions has been
. |raised. ’ )

Are the papers authentic, as

tion, possibly produced by the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agen-
cy, as the Soviet government
newspaper Izvestia claims? If
they were really produced by
I®hrushehev, how did they get to
the West? And whose interest is
being served by their publica-
tion? : . S

Kremlin Blessing Seen

One of the latest theories, said
to be true by a Sovict informant
who has furnished reliable infor-
mation in the past, is thatthe

‘reminiscences are authentie and
‘were published with the blessing
1of high Kremlin cfficials,

 The informant said Khrush-
chev started dictating the remi-
niscences on a tape recorder as
a docurnentation of his years as
premier and chief of the Com-
munist party.

High officials learned of the
project, the informant said, and
hoped to discredit and stop it by
making the carly portion availa-
ble for publication ebroad before
revision and editing.

““Mhe memoirs have not been
published before. Time, Inc.,
says they go only wp to 1962. The
jnformant -said the Kremlin did
‘not want to sec them carried
} through’ to 1954, ~the year

"+ {Khrushchey was ousted by the

collective leadership headed by

.

Life asserts? Art they a fabrica- [P
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Gommunist party General Secre-
tary Laonid I, Brezhnev. -

The first ibstallment, pub-
lished in the Nov. 27 issue of
Life, contajus numegrous factual
errors. The .nfromant said this
is because Khrushehev did them
from meniory.

The Kremlin believed that by
getting the memoirs ‘published
with the ervors intaéf, the in-
formant said, the project might
be discredited, . -

Khrushehev would then gel so
upset, this line of reasoning
goes, that he would abandon the

H0

i Lt bl

N
from the real go-hetween.

Theories abound that the Sovi-
et secret police had a hand in
the matter for unclear reasons,
Other speculation suggests that
some internal Sovict political
split or fractional rivalry was
involved. .
‘Another version is that the
publication would some how
sorve the purposes of the Com-
munist party and its 24th Con-
gress next March,

No solid basis for any of these
versions has bzen established.
Untit one is, the speculation is

roject.
Those who question this theory
point out that the Kremlin has
many ways of stopping Khrush-
chev wilhout all the fuss and
publicity that is accompanying
publicafion in the West. Sy
The controversy has broughti
Khrushchev back into the spot-
light after yoars of obscurity.

AFor the first time since shortly

after his ouster, his name ap-
peared in the Sovict press — as:
a signature on s denial that he-
sent any memoirs to any pub-:
lisher, in the Kast or the West.|

No FFjrm Denial . :

The vague wording of his
statement and its failure to deny|
that he had prepared any mem-
oirs only added to the mystery,
however.

An carly theory was that the:
memoirs were taken abroad by
Victor Louis, an enigmatic Sovi-
ot citizen who frequently seems
to serve as an Last-West go-
bebween. A Scandinavian report
that Louis stayed in a Copenhag-
cn hotel at the same fime as two
Time-Life editors last summer
scemed to back up this theory.

Louis denied any connection

likely to go ont and on,

with the project, however, and
there are many who feel he is:
being truthful, They reason thati
he is too obvious a channel and;

that his presence in Copen‘nageni
was an international diversion
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